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FREE – Please take one
Branch of CAMRA

Red Lion, Horley Is Our Pub Of
The Year
It was standing room only on the
8th of April, such is the support
by the village of Horley, when
Dave & Natasha Morris from
the Red Lion were presented
with their POTY certificate by
Geraint Jones, Chairman of
North Oxfordshire CAMRA.
As a thank you, all real ales
were half price for the night and
the selection of ales was impressive with Turpin’s Golden Citrus,
Doom Bar, Hooky and Hooky’s
Crafty Ales Oatmeal Stout.
Dave thanked all his customers
and CAMRA for their support
over the years. A second place
presentation was made to John
and Trish Bellinger at the Pear
Dave & Natasha Morris with their POTY 2015 certificate at the Red Lion, Horley
Tree, Hook Norton, in April and
petition. If successful they will
third place went to the Bell Inn, ward to represent the Branch
in the Regional round of the
go on to represent the Southern
Adderbury.
CAMRA Pub of the Year comThe Red Lion now goes forCentral region in the Super
Regional heat and if successful there, they will go into the
last four and perhaps become
the CAMRA National Pub of the
Year! Either way, we wish them
well in the next round.

Banbury Beer & Cider Festival SUCCESS

The Banbury Beer & Cider Festival, held at the Volunteer Reserve Centre over the weekend of
7–9 May was another resounding success. See report in this issue

Geraint Jones (right) presents the second place
certificate to John and Trish Bellinger at the
Pear Tree, Hook Norton

Visit the CAMRA North Oxfordshire Branch website – http://www.northoxoncamra.org.uk

Terms and Conditions: All prices and offers are subject to change. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.
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Get Involved At Our Branch AGM
The Branch AGM will take place while others would prefer to step
this year on Monday 13th July at down. There will almost cerThe Harrow in Enstone, at 8pm. tainly be vacancies on the night
All members are welcome to
– might you be willing and able
attend, please come along and
to help locally towards CAMRA’s
give us your views on what we
four key campaigns?
are or aren’t doing well.
1. Stop tax killing beer and pubs.
The AGM will of course
2. Secure an effective
include the election of
Government support package
Committee members for the
for pubs.
coming year, so if anyone would 3. To encourage more people to
like to get more involved in the
try a range of real ales (and
running of our Branch and helpciders & perries).
ing to ensure its future success,
4. Raise the profile of pub-going
please don’t be shy.
and increase the number of
Over half of CAMRA branchpeople using pubs regularly.
es nationwide have vacant comPositions include: Chairman,
mittee positions, North Oxon
branch is no exception. Some of Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer,
those on the current committee Membership Secretary, Pub
have indicated they are happy to Campaigns Co-ordinator, Social
Secretary, Branch Contact,
continue in their role next year,

Magazine Editor, Magazine
Adverts Editor, Beer Festival
Organiser, Cider Rep, LocAle
Co-ordinator, Young Members
Contact, Webmaster, Press &
Publcity, Public Affairs.
Even if you’ve no aspirations
to take up a Committee position, why not come along and
join us for a pint. The large
geographic area of our Branch
makes it quite difficult for us to
get together socially, sometimes
it seems we meet up at the same
place and time only at the annual beer festival in Banbury – and
then many of us are working!
A huge thank you to all those
who’ve contributed to campaigning in our area during the
last year, be they Committee
members or otherwise”.
Hope to see some of you in
The Harrow.

northoxon.camra – Full stop!
Web address change – full stop! Branch Diary
At the 2014 AGM one of our
three Branch aims was to make
our funding go further.
Currently, as is the case with
many Branches, our website is
run through an external company that specialises in ‘hosting’
web sites. This is perfectly common not only for other CAMRA
Branches but for many companies and organisations across
the world.
The company that hosts our
Branch website charges us a
regular fee to have the name
(northoxoncamra.org.uk) and
also to display our site on the
Internet for you to browse. At
our 2014 AGM it was decided that we wanted to make our
funds go further and so we will
soon be taking advantage of a
free website service run from
CAMRA HQ. The use of this
service will free up more funds
for Branch campaigning but will
also mean a very slight change
to our web site address.
From 1st August the new
web site address will be www.

northoxon.camra.org.uk
instead of the current www.
northoxoncamra.org.uk. Note
the very important extra dot.
The site will look exactly the
same but our current address
will cease operating from the 1st
of August.
Get ready to change any
browser bookmarks that you
may have set up.

All meetings start 8pm, other events
start as shown. Socials contact: Lynn
Baldwin (07790) 118341.
JULY

Weds 1: July CAMRA members
evening at the Exchange Banbury.
Meet the Brewer, Wetherspoons
and committee night.
Mon 13: Branch AGM. Harrow,
Enstone, 8pm
See Diary page online for latest info
at www.northoxoncamra.org.uk/

CAMRA North Oxon Branch Contact List

Email addresses are followed by northoxoncamra.org.uk
TREASURER
CHAIRMAN Geraint Jones
treasurer@
chairman@
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
VICE-CHAIRMAN
Paul Forrest membership@
Paul Forrest vicec@
PUBS OFFICER
BRANCH SECRETARY
Brian Wray pubs@
Lynne Baldwin
Tel: 07790 118341 secretary@
BEER FESTIVAL CO-ORDINATOR
Tim Wilkins
BEER ON TAP EDITOR
Steve Lympany bot@
SOCIAL SECRETARIES
Tel: 07811 667507
Helen Jones & Simon Whitehead
socials@
BEER ON TAP ADVERTISING
EDITOR Oliver Sladen
WEBMASTERS Martin Batts and
botads@
Geraint Jones webmaster@
BRANCH CONTACT
Trading Standards: Oxfordshire County
Martin Batts contact@
Council, Electric Ave, Ferry Hinksey Road,
Oxford OX2 0BY
Tel: 07854 116408
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3 REAL ALES

Two large
superior
en-suite
rooms

10 REAL CIDERS
Homemade
lunches

Large flowerfilled garden

Mon–Sat 12-2

Roaring log
fires

OPENING HOURS
Mon-Thurs
11-3 & 6-12
Fri 11-3 & 5-12
Sat/Sun 11-12

Family and
dog friendly
SAME FAMILY RUN PUB FOR 40 YEARS

OX15 4LZ
4

www.bloxhampub.co.uk

01295 720383
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Branch News
The Plough, Bicester

King’s Arms, Bicester

There’s a new face at the Plough.
James Clark (no relation!) with
his brother Matt already have
the lease on two other Greene
King pubs (The Stag & Hounds,
Farnham Common and the
Grenfell Arms, Maidenhead),
both of which are GK Local
Heroes, and that is also the
intention for the Plough.
They know all about CAMRA,
GBG, POTY, etc., so that bodes
well, in fact one of their current
pubs is POTY for its Branch
area for 2015.
At present they have taken the
Plough on a three-month trial,
the original people who were
due to take over the tenancy
dropped out at the last minute,
but James seems fairly confident
that they will take it on a permanent basis.
Speckled Hen, Plough Bitter
(Belhaven) plus XT 15 (from a
barrel on the bar) were all available, so a good start!

This pub re-opened on 3rd April
and it looks as if they have now
decided to keep the original
name. The ground floor now
consists mainly of a restaurant
with a small bar on the left-hand
side as you enter. This is mainly
for the use of residents and diners but is also open to the public. The bar also doubles as the
reception for the hotel.
There were just two hand
pumps in use with Fuller’s
London Pride and ESB being
available on a recent visit.

AKA, Banbury
AKA in Parsons Street, now
has a real ale on pump, which is
Bath Ales Gem.

AKA’s new handpump

The Bell, Great Bourton

They now do the
Dirty Dogs, a
selection of hot
dogs from all
over the world.
Dirty is how you
eat them!
They have three handpumps
selling two guests and a regular beer which is GK IPA. When
visited mid-May the guests
were 50 Shades of Ale from
Northumberland brewery and
Hogs Back TEA, they will also
be selling a range of pastries,
cakes and coffee.

White Horse, Banbury

Following the departure of
Phil Strong on 1st April, the
pub now has a new landlord
and landlady in the forms of
Ken & Eileen Thompson. They
currently still run the popular
Butcher’s Arms in Balscote and
will continue to do so until new
tenants can be found.
Their vision for this large pub
is to turn it into a village pub
in the heart of Banbury town
centre, offering quality ales and
good value, homemade pub
grub. Ken will continue Phil’s
reputation for quality real ale,
with five guest beers alongside
Everard’s Tiger and will introduce a tasting selection of three
thirds for the price of a pint.
Ken also plans to start a recommendations board, where
customers can write the name
of a beer they enjoyed elsewhere
and he’ll try to source it.
There will be regular events
Wine Vaults, Banbury
such as Mummy’s Monday and
The Vaults re-opened on the
Tea Dance Thursday, along with
2nd May after a refurbishment,
live music nights; backed up by
bigger and better with a new
contemporary look with particu- darts, dominoes and the pub
quiz. A new range of lunches
lar attention being paid to the
toilets and to the garden, just in will be served costing £5 for a
time for a scorcher of a summer! meal and a drink.
Stephen & Tara welcomed in
the summer by extending their
all day opening at weekends to
Fridays as well (closed Mon–
Thurs lunchtimes).
The Tuesday night’s ladies
darts gives way to Thursday
night’s Aunt Sally, with the
monthly Austin Ten Drivers
Club meets continuing on one
Tuesday evening each month.
Hooky’s Crafty Ales have
proved very popular here with
Red Rye and Half ORR Pint flying out.
They are pleased to have nominated Oliver Francis, alias ‘Pod’,
their ever reliable barman, for
an award at the 2015 Hooky
Awards.
The now annual Wednesday
night BBQ and live music will
precede the Cropredy Festival
on August 12th.

Magazine of CAMRA North Oxfordshire
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Ken & Eileen will be supporting the Rugby World Cup with
themed food, such as kangaroo
burgers when Australia are playing, and will hold beer festivals
whenever a suitable celebration
is called for, like St George’s Day.
We wish them both the best of
luck and also to Phil who has
moved to Ripley, Derbyshire.

Carpenter’s Arms,
Fulbrook

As we go to press this pub on
the main road through the village is shut with a new tenant
apparently lined up. Members
of the community are trying to
get the pub listed as an ACV
despite some resistance from
the parish council. We wish
them well after they lost the
much loved Mason’s Arms just a
few years ago.

The Mermaid, Burford

This well known pub and restaurant underwent a major
refurbishment during February
and March. New decor and
furniture throughout provides
a cosy atmosphere in the bar in
keeping with original features.
Its reputation for fresh, homemade, high quality food has
been maintained. Gluten-free
and vegetarian dishes are available. Beers from the Greene King
stable include Olde Trip and
Old Speckled Hen, Mermaid
Original plus a guest, which was
Dragon at the time of writing.
Locals, tourists, walkers and

The refurbed bar at The Mermaid, Burford

well behaved dogs are welcome.
The Mermaid opens at 10 daily
and is open till late with breakfast, coffee, lunch, afternoon tea
and evening meals catered for.

The Fox, Leafield
Craig & Sam have taken over
the lease here and are running
it as a Freehouse with between
four to six changing ales.
They’ve been involved with
the pub for the last three years
but have now taken over sole
possession. At least two ales
from Cats Brewery and a selection from the Old Forge and
Halfpenny breweries are on sale.
This is a family friendly pub
serving good value food; served
12–3 and 6–9 every day with
the exception of no evening
meals on Sunday. One changing
real cider is on offer which was
recently Cheddar Valley.

Bell Inn, Lower Heyford

Apologies to Lyn as we got her
food times wrong last edition
with food served until 10pm,
not 9 as we stated (sorry Lyn).
The big news here though is
the beer festival which will be
from 11th–13th September.
With half a dozen ales or more
and a similar number of ciders,
often from rare or unusual producers, this is one for the diary.
STOP PRESS: It has been confirmed that the barbeque will be
back by popular demand.

Carpenter’s Arms,
Middle Barton

Jay and the team took over in
April, the same people who run
the Harrow in Enstone.
They’ve also just opened a
pub in Ettington over the border in Warwickshire, and they
report that business is going
well at the Carps. They serve
four real ales with Hooky and
Pride of Barton (brewed by
CATs Brewery) as the regulars
and two changing guests which
have included Hook Norton’s
micro-brewed beers, Wye
Valley, CATs and XT. One real
cider is also served (Old Rosie).
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Jay, new at the Carpenters, Middle Barton

The pub is open all day 11–11
Mon–Sun. Food is available
from 11–9:30, described as
‘English Classic with a modern
twist’. Thurs is steak night with
two steaks and two drinks (beer
or wine) for £25, Sunday sees
roasts with a choice of three
meats (or a mix) for £10.95.
Weds is retro gaming night
where retro games can be played
while you enjoy your Hooky!
Sat is half price champagne for
those that way inclined!
There is live music on once a
month – see its Facebook site:
thecarpentersarmsmiddlebarton
The pub is dog, child and
muddy boot friendly; in fact it’s
just friendly! Aunt Sally is played,
but they are looking for other
pub teams, though sadly there is
no space for a darts board.

White Lion, Fewcott

More good news with the reopening of this popular old pub
in February. It continues to be
a family run pub, with David
‘Dixie’ Dean and wife Tracey,
and son Chris the licensee.
Chris has spent all his working
life in the pub trade, working in
pubs in Derbyshire before moving here. More recently, he was
in the kitchen for Wetherspoons
in Oxford and Banbury.
A true Free House, the beer
served is always in excellent
condition; Tring’s Side Pocket
for a Toad always on offer, plus
7

www.roseandcrown.charlbury.com
Email: tomtopbeerpub@btinternet.com

Market Street
Charlbury
Oxon OX7 3PL
Tel: 01608 810103
OPEN – Sun-Fri: Noon–1am
Sat: 11am–1am

BREW MONDAYS – All real ales
£2.50, all day, every Monday
• Up to seven quality real ales, two traditional
ciders and a traditional perry
• Hoegaarden Belgian White Beer, Leffe Blonde
plus Shipyard American Pale Ale craft beer on
draught
• Good selection of English fruit wines
• Pleasant courtyard drinking area
• We serve on average 40 different guest
beers per month, produced mostly by
microbreweries from all four corners
of the UK

North Oxon CAMRA Pub of the
Year 2002, 2003, 2006 & 2009

FORTHCOMING LIVE MUSIC EVENTS
See www.myspace.com/theroseandcrownpub
as there are sometimes gigs at short notice

Sat 27th June ANDY BROAD
www.broad.ology.org.uk
Sat 11th July
ROLAND CHADWICK
www.rolandchadwick.com

Sat 8th June FIDDLEBOP
www.fiddlebop.org
Sat 22nd August
TURPIN-HUBBARD DUO
www.rogerhubbard.co.uk and
www.louisturpin.com/
music_index.html
See website for other gigs
Jam Nights 3rd Sun evening each month. Bring you own instruments

Celebrating 26 continuous years
in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide

The Lampet Arms
Upper Tadmarton, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 5TB
Telephone: 01295 780070
Freehouse
Four Cask Ales – Hooky Bitter as a regular
and three rotating Guest Ales

Over
30
different
menu
options
available
Dog friendly,
walker friendly,
Child/family
friendly

Accommodation available including
five rooms (three ensuite)
Open: Mon-Friday 11am–2.30pm
and 5–11pm.
Saturday 11a.m–11pm
Sunday 12–5pm
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with at least one Fisher brew on
tap. Others seen recently were
White Horse, Wye Valley and
Cottage. Live music is regularly on at the Rock, but check for
details of who’s on and when.

Black Horse, Salford

Chris Dean at the White Lion, Fewcott

two quickly rotating guests (it
has increased its stillages to
eight to meet demand), with all
styles represented.
A fourth hand pump has been
installed, from which a real
cider is served in the summer
months, changing to a stout or
porter during the winter. Barista
style coffees together with tea
and hot chocolate is available for
designated drivers and others.
The pub has Aunt Sally teams,
plus ladies and gents darts
teams, a bar billiards table, and
the popular Tuesday night pub
quiz is now back. The garden
has had a face lift with new furniture already installed, with a
‘Pirate play ship’ for the children
due to be ready for the summer.
An official ‘launch’ party (for
the ship) is planned for August
Bank Holiday weekend which
will include live music, barbeque
and additional ales and ciders all
served in the garden.
Tracey’s homemade pizza is
available Thurs–Sat. A welcome
return to the village for this
family friendly pub, this is truly
a community focused pub right
at the heart of village life.

This pub set back from the A44
in the village between Chipping
Norton and Moreton-in-Marsh
was recently sold at auction with
the adjoining cottage, following the death of landlord Max
Humphrey.
It went for £449,000 to the
owner of the Hollow Bottom,
Guiting Power, Gloucestershire.
The pub is due for a renovation,
which it is expected will take
twelve months, when it will reopen again as a pub.

Bell Inn, Adderbury

Congratulations to Sandra &
Chris Shallis who were worthy
winners at this year’s Pride of
Hooky awards as ‘Newcomers of
the Year’ having revived the fortunes of this previous POTY.
They were also runners up
in the ‘Community Pub’ award
and have experienced their
first Adderbury Day of Dance.
Chris reports that his takings for that day equalled those
for Christmas Eve (his previous best), Christmas Day and
Boxing Day combined.

Kings Arms, Woodstock
This fine hotel bar in the centre
of Woodstock has at least three
ales on offer all in good form.
The house ale is Brakspear’s
Bitter with two rotating guests
usually from local breweries. North Cotswold and Loose
Cannon are often in evidence.

Woodstock Arms,
Woodstock
This town centre pub recently
launched a loyalty voucher
scheme to receive discounts on
meal purchases. A Greene King
pub, it offers 15% off meals with
the loyalty card which can be
picked up at the bar. For those
wanting liquid refreshment,
IPA, Old Speckled Hen and a
changing guest ale (often Olde
Trip) are on offer.

Wychwood Inn, Shiptonunder-Wychwood
This inn on the main road
through the village serves fine
food and has a selection of up
to six ales in rotation. A great
place to visit for a summer pint
on the patio! On a recent visit
I sampled West Berkshire ales
and Hook Norton Flagship, all
in excellent condition.

Maytime Inn, Asthall

Rock of Gibraltar,
Enslow Wharf

The Rock is currently in the
process of hiring a new chef, so
by the time you read this they
should be doing food again.
They have five handpumps,

There are now five handpumps dispensing his excellently
kept Hooky ales. Their reward
for all this hard work was the
fantastic music session held in
their Morris room on the evening of the Day of Dance – a rare
treat for all folkies hearing Chris
Leslie (Fairport Convention)
jamming with Tom Leary (Feast
of Fiddles) et al, free of charge!

Sandra & Chris Shallis collect their ‘Pride of
Hooky’ Awards at the annual event

Magazine of CAMRA North Oxfordshire

This historic pub near Burford
has revamped its garden to
reclaim some land from its very
large car park, with a lawn area
and secluded patio with wooden
bench seating and wonderful
views of the Cotswold hills.
Three ales are on offer, featuring local ales from the Loose
Cannon brewery. Well worth a
visit, it’s open every day 11–11.
9
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Good food is served 12–2:30
with evening meals 6–9:30 daily.

White House, Bladon

Landlord Kevin McEneaney
took to his Twitter account,
@whitehousebladon, to vent
his fury at the abduction of the
large five-foot ice cream cone
which promotes the sale of the
cold confectionery from the
front of the pub.
Fortunately the cone was
returned (presumably by the
shamed individuals) a few days
later. It is rumoured the police
were called, but the evidence
was deemed too flaky …
For those wanting something more substantial, after a
trip to Blenheim, Woodstock or
Churchill’s grave, the pub offers
a wide range of food including a
burger menu and also has three
well kept ales on offer with one
rotating guest ale.

Red Lion,
Chipping Norton
Chippy’s smallest pub, at the
top of Cattle Market, changed
hands on 20th April. New tenant Stuart Taylor is no stranger
to the Branch having been
Manager at the Falkland Arms,
Great Tew 2010–12. He was
also Manager of the Gate Hangs
High in 2012, then Assistant
Manager at the Chequers in
Chipping Norton from 2012
before taking over at ‘The Red’.
He also ran bars in Denmark,
Norway and latterly London.
There are no plans for major
changes to the pub, but he will
offer a bigger range of Hooky
beers. He has had the excellent
Oatmeal Stout and also has one
cider with Weston’s Old Rosie
currently on the bar. Other
Weston’s ciders are planned.
He also plans to improve the
garden to allow greater use in the
summer, retaining the Aunt Sally
throw, and hopes to encourage
other traditional pub games.
One thing he makes very clear
is that it’s a drinkers pub and he
will not be doing food. He plans
a changing selection of Hooky

Stuart Taylor now behind the bar at the
Red Lion, Chipping Norton

beers and an occasional beer
festival, as these have proved
popular in the past and it helps
to make good use of the garden.

Hundred Acres, Bicester

John Walman took over as
landlord in November last year,
and he will be a familiar face
to many as he previously ran a
butcher’s shop in neighbouring
Launton for a number of years.
One of the first things he did
was to re-introduce real ale, and
Coor’s Doom Bar and Marston’s
Pedigree have been on sale since
that time. More recently a third
handpump has been installed
and a guest beer is now also
available. This changes weekly and is selected by one of the
pub’s regular customers.

Swan Inn, Bicester

on joining they are given their
personal ‘Little Black Book’ to
record their ‘conquests’ every
time they visit the Tree.
A cad is often depicted with a
little black book recording their
conquests so CADs are no different, except their conquests
are ale related! Once they have
filled their book with 12 stamps
in a six month period they get
a free CADs’ glass tankard,
engraved with their name, to
use every time they visit their
favourite pub. There will also be
CADs on Tour events, visiting
places where a good selection of
cask ale can be found!
Congratulations from all at
Beer on Tap to landlord and
landlady John & Trisha Bellinger
who flew off to Jamaica in May
to renew their wedding vows in
Negril, where they married 10
years ago. They were accompanied by a small group of friends
including North Oxon CAMRA
Vice Chairman Paul Forrest and
his wife Lindsay, who helped
them celebrate with a glass or
two, but unfortunately not of
the proper stuff.
John said: ‘We married just
before we took over our previous pub, The Bell at Adderbury,
and now after 18 months at the
Pear Tree you could be forgiven
for thinking we had spent our
whole married life behind bars
… together!”

This old pub re-opened on 1st
May as the Brava Tapas Bar.
All reference to the Swan Inn
has disappeared along with,
unfortunately, the real ale. We
fear this is another Bicester pub
that’s gone forever – the fourth
one in the last two years.

Pear Tree, Hook Norton
Hooky’s ‘brewery tap’ launched
its CAD’s Club (Cask Ale
Drinkers’ Club) recently at its
Festival of St George in April.
Membership is exclusive to local
CAMRA members and is completely free to join. CADs get
double discount on cask ale and

Magazine of CAMRA North Oxfordshire

The Pear Tree’s John & Trish Bellinger renewing
their vows in Jamaica
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The

Pear Tree Inn
The Hook Norton Brewery Tap

Scotland End, Hook Norton
OX15 5NU
Tel: 01608 737482
Email: info@peartreeinn.plus.com

• An unspoilt traditional village pub
• A range of Six Cask Ales
• Always a fun selection of “Cocked Ales”
• Discount for CAMRA Members
• Ale-2-Go
• Traditional ‘Pub Food’
• Traditional pub games including darts, dominoes

• No fruit machines, pool tables or jukebox
• Open log fire
• Three en suite letting rooms
• Large beer garden
• Walkers & dog friendly
• Quiz night every Sunday
• *Steak night every Saturday from 7.00
• Traditional Sunday lunch – £8.50

& Aunt Sally

Open

•

Friday & Saturday 12.00 – 12.00
Sunday – Thursday 12.00 – 11.00
Food served Tuesday–Saturday* 12.00–7.00
Sunday & Monday 12.00–2.30

PAY US A VISIT – YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED
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The Saxon, Bicester
Previously known as Yates, the
Saxon reopened in March after
a week’s refurbishment. It now
has three real ales with Doom
Bar as a regular ale. The two
guests have been London Pride
and Old Speckled Hen, but the
manager, Steve, has promised to
get in some locally-sourced ales
in the near future. The name
was chosen by the good folk of
Bicester in a poll, but we are
unsure of what it relates to.
It is open 9am–11pm daily
(2am or 3am at the weekends).
Food is served throughout the
day, breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Killingworth Castle,
Wootton

The eight letting rooms at the
Killi are now open and ready for
use. The first opened mid-May
for those wanting to sample its
great food and beer without
worrying about driving home!
The 10p off a pint offer for
CAMRA members is still available and in an update from
last edition the cycle ride from
Ebrington to Wootton raised a
magnificent £500 for the local
Wootton Primary school PTFA.

Horse & Groom, Caulcott
After the news which broke as
we went to press last edition,
of the arrival of little Nathanael
Prigent, we are pleased to have a
photo of the family and are glad
to report all are doing well.

Here we finally get to see Stacey and Jerome
from the Horse & Groom, Caulcott with their
new arrival Nathanael

A reminder for your diary that
the pub’s annual Bastille Day
Beer Festival takes place this
year over the weekend of the
10th–12th July. 16 of the best
selling real ales throughout the
year at the pub will be on offer
along with six real ciders, an
increase on the four from last
year, after they quickly sold out.
All three days feature a barbecue along with musical entertainment. Proceeds from sales
of the festival glasses once again
are in support of Katharine
House Hospice. Free camping is
available in the field opposite.
For those who can’t wait until
Friday evening, all the beers will
be available on the now traditional Thursday preview evening, on 9th July.

vents any change of use and the
villlage will not permit it to continue as a derelict eyesore in
Bloxham Conservation Area.
A recent inspection by the
Hub revealed that the state of
the premises is now such as
to require major works before
it can re-open. They are truly
grateful to those villagers who
have pledged support in the
shape of contributions to the
rebuilding effort.
They remain confident that
the village plans for this site
would see it re-open within
six weeks of a purchase from
Fullers, using a similar layout to
the former Red Lion and they
hope to turn it into a centre that
will become renowned throughout North Oxfordshire.

Red Lion, Bloxham

The Bell, Banbury

The village plan to buy the Red
Lion and re-open it as a pub/
restaurant and community hub
remains on track. Rumours that
the site has been sold to another
by Fuller’s are premature.
Negotiations with the brewery continue, although Fuller’s
assert that they have a “subject
to contract” offer for the site at
a price some 30% over its market value. The alleged buyer,
however, has not materialised,
has not contacted the Hub, has
not identified itself to Cherwell
District Council nor applied for
change of use or planning consent. Neither has it investigated
the requirements of Cherwell
Health & Safety regarding
essential works before the place
can re-open as a pub/restaurant.
No one can say with certainty if there really is a buyer and
the Hub acknowledges that
there’s a possibility of a “land
banker” buyer intent on keeping the site boarded up and
sealed off for several more years
in the hope of achieving redevelopment consent. Because of
this, the Hub is urging Cherwell
DC to proceed with a CPO as
the site is a designated Asset of
Community Value, which gives
binding legal authority that pre-
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The Bell in Grimsbury, just over
the railway bridge from Banbury
town centre, acquired some
scaffolding recently as the exterior is being renovated.
The sign will be fixed, the render replaced and everything
will get a new lick of paint. No
change to interior is planned, so
the pub will stay open.

The Bell’s newly acquired scaffolding

Mrs Bumbles, Burford
Our theme of reporting on small
and independent outlets for
bottled beers – many of which
are not pubs – continues to
find great beer in the nooks and
crannies of the Branch area.
On a recent trip to Burford,
whilst traipsing round the shops
a small, but well-formed selection of real ales was spotted
in Mrs Bumbles, a delicates13

The Red Lion
PUB & RESTAURANT

Stratton Audley, Oxfordshire
www.redlionstrattonaudley.co.uk

Church St,
Stratton
Audley,
Bicester,
OX27 9AG
Tel: 01869
277225

A warm and inviting thatched country pub and restaurant. The open log fires and traditional pub fayre create a
homely atmosphere for casual or formal dining in the main dining area or in one of two private rooms seating up
to 16 or 45 (more if buffet style). We have an enclosed traditional courtyard garden with facilities for barbeques
in the summer and dining outdoors which can be booked for private functions with the use of a marquee.
Most of our food is locally produced and everything on our menu is cooked freshly to order so we are able
to accommodate any special requests for variations. Our
Specials board is updated on a daily basis.
Our range of drinks includes traditional cask ales – Ruddles,
Deuchars and Spitfire – along with other beers and a wide
range of wines (see our wine list online for more details).
The Red Lion has regular Live Entertainment events – check
the special events section of our website for further details.
Opening times: 12 noon until late every day.
Food times: Noon–2.30pm and 6.00pm–9pm Mon–Sat,
Noon–4pm Sunday.
Proprietor: Frank O’Neill
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sen located at the bottom of the
High Street.
With Local Hooky beers on
sale as well as Box Steam and,
unusually, Two Cocks.

Eagles, Deddington

Mrs Bumbles, Burford

Another good selection of bottled ales is to be found at Eagles
in Deddington’s Market Square,
where local favourite Hooky
is joined on the shelves by
Compass and North Cotswold
in this established and very
independent delicatessen and
foodhall which is famous for its
award-winning sausages and
other specialities.

CAMRA Members’ Evening
At The Exchange
The North Oxfordshire Branch
of CAMRA has teamed up with
The Exchange in Banbury (a JD
Wetherspoon pub) for its first
members’ evening.
The event will be held at
the pub on the High Street
in Banbury on 1st July 2015,
starting at 8pm and all North
Oxfordshire CAMRA Branch
members are invited.
Although planning is at an
early stage it is hoped to have
two brewers turn up, along
with their beers, for a “Meet the
Brewer” and “Beer Off ” event.
Purity have already confirmed
their attendance and their beers
will be available. We hope to
have another local brewer at the
event as well. Keep an eye on
the website for up-to-date information.
The Wetherspoons team will
give a short talk on the pub
company itself and real ale, and
the CAMRA Branch Committee
will be available to introduce
themselves and answer any
questions about the Campaign
and their roles in the local
CAMRA Branch.
Wetherspoons will be doing
their 50p off a pint for CAMRA
members all night, on production of a valid CAMRA membership card, without the need

to use your money-off tokens.
There will also be food laid on
by the team at the Exchange in
the form of sharers. The evening
will start at 8pm and will finish
when it ends!
A good night is certain and if
you’ve ever wondered what we
all look like, this is a great time
to find out and ask us what we
do! I’ll see you there!

Eagles, Deddington

Meantime
Bought Out
Many craft beer fans were
very surprised to hear that the
Meantime Brewery has been
sold to the multi-national brewery SABMiller.
Meantime were one of the
true trailblazers of the craft beer
scene and it’s believed that the
takeover happened in a move
for the brewery to expand its
market into Europe and beyond.

New Clustermasters Needed
The Branch always needs help
delivering Beer on Tap to the
pubs in our area. With the
Branch covering a large area,
the more hands we get, the
lighter the work!
This task is carried out by
a hard working team who not
only deliver the magazines,
but are also the Branch’s eyes
and ears, and they are called
‘Clustermasters’. There are
vacancies across the Branch,
but we have a real need for
Clustermasters in the Banbury
and Bicester areas.
The “job” involves delivering Beer on Tap to the pubs,
hotels and bars in an area, usually between six and ten, four
times a year and then checking
and topping up the dispensers
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as required. Clustermasters are
also required to report on licensee changes by passing on the
information to the Branch Pubs
Officer as well as submitting
snippets of news from the pubs
for Beer on Tap.
The job can be as full on as
needed and comes with fringe
benefits such as being able to
say: “I’m just off delivering Beer
on Taps dear!” which means
I’m going to the pub and may
be gone some time! If you can
spare a few hours a quarter to
go into pubs and drink beer this
could be the voluntary work
you’ve been looking for (looks
good on the old CV too!).
Contact the Editor or any
Branch Officers – see the list on
page 3.
15

Drinkers Flock To Banbury Beer
When the 2015 Banbury Beer
& Cider Festival opened it was
great to see the eighty one casks
all racked and tapped, the beers
had all been tasted and were in
excellent condition ready for
the thirsty drinkers to arrive.
The sight was all the better for
knowing that the preparations
were complete and the volunteers who had organised and set
up the festival had done a great
job; now for the drinking!
Turnout, again, was great with
1,450 people turning out over
the weekend and the first of
the beers started to run out on
the Friday afternoon. The small
local breweries beers did particularly well with both CATs and
Turpins supplying some of the
first beers to run dry. The quality of the beer was again excel-

lent and special mention should
go to Siren Craft Brewery whose
Soundwave was voted beer of
the festival.
Our focus on cider for 2015
was a great success with more

The excellent catering kept the festival goers and staff fed for the three days of the festival

Newly elected Banbury MP Victoria Prentis with Bar Manager Andrew Davison and
volunteer bar staff toasting the success of the festival
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cider and perry being sold than
ever before, the listing in the
programme with tasting notes
helped everyone make the right
choice. A Somerset perry from
Nempnett Cider was voted
as best in the festival, Piglets
Choice is produced from pears
grown on trees over 100 years
old in the village of Nempnett
Trubwell and proved most popular this year. Helen’s beer and
cheese tastings went down well
again and the reputation seems
to be growing for an excellent
aside from the drinking.
James Clarke, MD of local
brewers Hook Norton, opened
the festival on Thursday evening
and was joined by newly elected

Branch Chairman Geraint Jones presenting
John Betts with his vouchers after winning the
competition to score most pubs in the Branch

Beer on Tap – Summer 2015

& Cider Festival 2015
MP Victoria Prentis, who had a
particular interest in cider. Live
entertainment was again of the
highest standard with Leatherat
rocking the hall on Thursday
night and new to the festival
lunchtime slot on Saturday were

Rev Ferriday whose blues set
was enjoyed by everybody. Pete
Watkins finished off the official entertainment slot with his
crowd pleasing favourites keeping drinkers dancing right up
to closing time. Then in a slight

The Shadwell Sounders

Above:
Trade
was brisk
through
Friday and
Saturday
with visitors
from near
and far.
Left: Rev.
Ferriday
entertained
the punters
with his
classic
blues set on
Saturday
afternoon

Ardley with Fewcott Beer Festival
When the White Lion, Fewcott
closed following a flood in
October last year (which has
since reopened), the local
football club started to sell
two real ales – Rebellion IPA
and Roasted Nuts – and these
proved to be so hugely popular
that it was decided to organise a
beer and cider festival.

The Festival, which is to be
held in the Village Hall, runs
over the weekend of the 11th
and 12th of September and will
have about 20 real ales and six
ciders.
Entertainment will include
live music on the Saturday and
Adderbury Morris dancing on
Friday evening.
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change to the entertainment
listings a group of four from a
stag party from London stood
up and with Pete’s equipment
performed two sea shanties.
And the crowd went wild! The
lads turned out to be two thirds
of the Shadwell Sounders, an
amateur sea shanty group from
that part of London, they even
amazed some of their mates
who had no idea!
Saturday also saw the Hooky
dray make an appearance Major
and Nelson took a trip round
the town centre to help promote
the festival and left a not so little present to “sweeten” the air
at the Reserve Centre as they
left!
A good number of CAMRA
members came to the festival
including some of the most well
known “tickers” including one
who found twenty new beers to
add to his collection and it was
great to hear some very positive feedback on the beers. We
couldn’t have done what we did
without the help of our sponsors and support of the local
businesses, breweries and pubs
with Hook Norton and Wye
Valley as sponsors of the festival
and programme and forty local
people, businesses and organisations sponsored barrels. All
this and the dedicated team of
volunteers who work tirelessly to bring beer perfection to
Banbury.
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Lower Heyford Road
Caulcott
OX25 4ND
Tel/fax: 01869 343257

This charming, thatched 16th century freehouse, in a peaceful, rural
setting, offers four real ales (over 200 different ales annually) with
White Horse Bitter ever present.
An interesting and wide ranging menu is available lunchtime and evenings
(not Sunday evenings and Mondays), served in the restaurant, bar or garden.
Choose from the daily specials board or the speciality sausage menu offering
12 varieties of O’Hagan’s sausages.
Small parties catered for; booking recommended
No children under 10 years old

Voted Pub of the Year 2010 by
North Oxfordshire CAMRA
www.horseandgroomcaulcott.co.uk
Opening times:
Mon-Sat: 12–3, 6–11; Sun: 12–3, 7–10.30
Jerome Prigent

Lower
Heyford
21 Market Square,
Lower Heyford,
Oxon
OX25 5NY
01869 347176

Open:
Mon–Thurs 12–3pm & 5pm–11pm;
Friday & Sat 12–11pm;
Sun 12–10.30pm
18
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Varied guest ales from all over the UK
Five minutes walk from canal
Large beer garden
Families and dogs welcome
Lunch and full menu available
Food served Mon–Sun 12–3pm & 6–10pm
Beer on Tap – Summer 2015

Round-Up Of Local Beer Festivals
Wetherspoon’s Beer
Festival
One Saturday I scanned my
trusty Beer on Tap Beer Festival
list to see that Wetherspoons
was having its Spring beer festival – and with two ’Spoons
in Banbury and a bus leaving
at just before 2 it seemed the
obvious thing to do. At The
Exchange, two banks of handpumps showed a reasonable
selection of ales and a good
number of ciders, but Merman
XXX from Caledonian was my
first pint, a dark brown beer.
Rugby was on TV and Wales
appeared to be losing, a great

Beer Festival DIARY
JUNE

6–7: Burford Festival. Beer festival
and barbecue at the Highway Inn.
See www.burfordfestival.org
12–13: Stratford at Stratford
Racecourse. 70 beers and 30
ciders. Food all sessions and
entertainment on Saturday.
13: Candleford Beer Fest. 30 real
ales and cider. Fringford Cricket
Ground. Food stalls and local
bands.
20: Tingewick fete and beer
festival starts 1pm on Tingewick
Recreation Ground.
27: Charlbury 50 real ales with
cider & perry, entertainment etc.
See article on this page.

JULY

10–12: Horse & Groom Caulcott
Bastille Day Beer Festival. 16 real
ales and 6 real ciders. Barbeque
every day and entertainment.
Camping available.
17–19: Cotswold Beer Fest, Postlip
Tithe Barn, near Winchcombe.
90 ales and 20 local ciders,
entertainment and food
18: Hook Norton Festival of Ale

start to the afternoon! It wasn’t
long before the Welsh were
in front and I was turning my
attention to Spider Bite, a 4%
guest brewers beer which was
a very tasty dark brown beer.
Wetherspoons invite a number
of foreign brewers to re-create
their beers in a British brewery,
and so it was that Hook Norton
played host to Dave Edney, a
Australian brewer, and after
heading over to the Fleur de Lis
(the other ’Spoon), what should
be on the bar but Mountain
Goat Brewery from Victoria,
Australia brewed at Hook
Norton – a tasty mid-brown
beer with a pleasant dry finish.
Moving on it was quickly
apparent that most of the festival ales on offer were the
same as those available at the
Exchange so I made a bit of a
jump in strength and tried the
Shongwei Durban Pale Ale, my
beer of the festival, a strong pale
ale packed with fruity flavour
and very moreish.
As I still had some time before
my bus I headed off piste to visit
the Olde Reindeere on Parsons
Street and found one of the
brewery’s new crafty range of
beers, Oatmeal Stout – which at
5.2% was another strong ale, but
wow, what a beer! Rich and dark
and loaded with flavour defi-

nitely beer of the day! A short
walk took me up to the top of
Parsons Street and the White
Horse, but by now time was
running out and I still wanted to
head back to The Exchange for
a nightcap, so two swift halves
of fairly standard pale ales and I
was away. The Wee Heavy was
another guest brewer beer, this
time from Brazil and at 6% was
one of the stronger ales. With
time ticking down before the
last bus I probably didn’t give
the beer the respect it deserved,
but I made the bus and had
time to reflect on a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. My only
whinge at the festival was that
both pubs had nearly identical beers and most were on the
stronger side of 4%, but these
are minor points and I just hope
the opportunity presents itself
again next time there is a festival in town!

Red Lion, Horley Spring
Beer Festival
St. George’s Day marked the
start of the beer festival of our
Branch’s Pub of the Year with
nine beers and one cider for the
three-day event.
Dave & Natasha, mine hosts
of 10 years’ standing alway try
to source some champion beers
from the previous year and

AUGUST

11–15: Great British Beer Festival.
CAMRA’s flagship beer festival
with hundreds of ales plus cider
and perry. Olympia London.

SEPTEMBER

11–12: Ardley Football Club Beer
Fest. 20 real ales and 6 ciders
11–13: Bell Lower Heyford Beer &
Cider Festival. 8 ales with 8 ciders
and perries. Live music and that
barbeque!
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Red Lion, Horley Beer Festival which took place over the weekend of 23–26 April
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include a range to suit all tastes.
First beer to sell out was the
GBBF 2014 Supreme Champion,
Timothy Taylor’s best bitter Boltmaker (4%) followed
quickly by 2014 Silver and
Bronze medal winners, Oakham
Citra and Salopian’s excellent
Darwin’s Origin (4.2% and 4.3%
respectively).
For mild purists, Winning
Post’s “KP” Premium mild (3.7%)
also proved popular, and speciality beers included Rudgate’s
Ostara (4.3%), an orange chocolate porter that improved over
the course of the festival and
Yorkshire Heart’s orange flavoured fruit beer Get Pithed
(4.2%) which proved to be the
only ale that could be described
as suiting an acquired taste.
Completing the line-up were
Kelham Island’s Pale Rider
(5.2%), XT’s solid black stout 10
(4.5%) and Sadler’s refreshing
blonde ale Bottom (3.5%).
Complementing the ales was
the powerful Moles Black Rat
Scrumpy (6.0%) which was pop-

ular enough to sell out early.
Live music from guitar soloist,
Katie Wickham on the Saturday
night helped draw in the crowds
to what was another great village
pub beer festival. We’re already
looking forward to the next.
Jon and Cheryl Huntbach
North Oxon CAMRA members

Chadlington Beer
Festival
The 12th festival took place at
the Memorial Hall in the centre
of the village on Saturday, 30th
May with a selection of 25 real
ales along with cider and perry.
Although it didn’t enjoy the
hot, sunny weather that was a
feature of this event in the previous few years, it proved to be
another great day out, attracting
many CAMRA members from
North Oxon and Oxford City
as well as families and drinkers
from the local area.
The ales covered the entire
gamut of styles and colours
and all were in good condition.
They were joined by four real
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ciders and perry, one of which
was a very distinctive pinky-red
blackberry cider. Also on offer
was Cotswold Gin from the
Cotswold Brewing Co.
Last year’s ‘beer of the festival’
winner (voted by festival-goers)
Golden Citrus from Turpin was
just one of quite a few golden,
hoppy session beers with Black
Wolf ’s Gold Digger, a very pale
4.2% Citra-hopped ale, proving
very popular with our group,
along with Prospect’s Goldrush
(4.5%). For full-on taste and levels of interest, however, for us it
was hard to beat the 5% Arundel
Trident, an amber ale with citrus hop, fruity body and a long,
dry bitter finish.
A full programme of music
and entertainment (and plenty
of activities for kids) means that
this is a great day and evening
out for all the family, with punters of all ages across the entire
social spectrum. If you haven’t
tried this small, friendly and fun
festival, put it in your diary for
next year.
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The Duck on the Pond

A charming Traditional freehouse
Open seven days a week
All day Saturday and Sunday

Serving a variety of hand pulled
ales and fine wines
We offer an extensive menu of traditional English and
cosmopolitan cuisine from our a la carte menu and daily specials
board
Roasts also available Sundays • Vegetarian menu
These can be enjoyed in our restaurant, bar area or alfresco on our delightful
patio overlooking the pond
Bookings taken • Parties catered for
Families welcome • Large beer garden and car park

Tel: 01295 721166    Main Street, South Newington, Nr Banbury, OX15 4JE
Only 10 mins from Banbury / Chipping Norton. Situated on the A361

www.duckonthepond.com
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Oxfordshire’s First Micro-Pub Opens

In Carterton, down a short
alleyway, beside an excellent
bakers, Oxfordshire’s first
micro-pub – The Siege of
Orleans – opened on 8th May
with little fanfair and fuss.
Micro-pubs have been in
existence for about ten years
with the first, the Butcher’s
Arms in Herne, Kent, opening
for business in 2005. They now
number over 100 as the concept
spread to cover most of the UK.
Oxfordshire, however, seemingly
resisted the trend … until now.
Essentially a micro-pub is a
small (often single-room) basic
alehouse, serving a good range
of real ale and perhaps cider/
perry, usually no electronic
entertainment (so conversation
rules), and just traditional pub

snacks. Many have
set up in old high
street shop premises, and are normally simply furnished
to keep costs down
and to encourage
communal drinking.
See http://micropubassociation.
co.uk/ for more info.
This micro-pub is
named after a battle in the 100
Years War in which the Earl of
Shrewsbury was killed by one of
Joan of Arc’s battalions on 8th
May 1429. In an interesting link,
the Earl of Shrewsbury owned
the land which is now Carterton
and he died without heirs. The
land was transferred to the king
who sold it on, and after a few
centuries it ended up being purchased by the Carter family and
the rest, as they say, is history.
In a break from the usual concept it has a lager font serving Kruscovice, a Czech craft
lager and also music, but on
the whole it is still in essence a
micro-pub. Owners Phil Lewis
and Chris Jones also own the
Cotswold Arms in Burford, and
they had been planning a move
into the town for two years after
doing their homework to decide

Landlord Phil Lewis mans the taps at The Siege of Orleans
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that a town the size of Carterton
needed a real ale pub!
With four handpumps selling
mainly local ales, one is dedicated to a Marston’s ale, as they
helped to sort out the cellar. On
my visit, the others featured ales
from Gun Dog Ales, CATs, Two
Cocks and other brewers are
lined up including XT and perhaps some Hook Norton Craft
beers. A cider is also sold which
was Mill White Rum Cask at
the time as well as quirky spirits
like a Moldovan vodka (served
in a miniature fire extinguisher)
and a US vodka (served in a blue
flashing glass) – all very nonCAMRA, but strangely alluring!
It’s open from 11–11 and
there are no plans to extend
their hours as they don’t want
to be in competition with other
pubs in the town. Live acoustic
music is planned in the future
as are some competitions and
meet the brewer events.
They also sell bottled beers
from Two Cocks and a small,
but well chosen selection of foreign beers, including some from
Sweden and Holland, and coffee
for the driver in your life. In line
with the micro-pub philosophy
no food is served, other than
bar snacks.
We may find that it could well
be a victim of its own success.
Perhaps what the town really
could do with is a bigger version
of the Siege of Orleans!
Address: 5 Carters Walk,
Carterton. Tel: 01993 845663.
https://www.facebook.com/
SoOAlehouse
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WARDINGTON AND CHIPPING WARDEN CIRCULAR
By Keith Rigley

Beer on Tap Pub Walks

A walk in rolling open countryside on the Oxon/Northants borders
Distance: Around 5¼ miles with
one long uphill stretch.
Allow: Around 3–3.5 hours.
Map: Landranger 151/Explorer 206.
Parking: The Hare & Hounds has
limited parking at the front, but it’s
also possible to park in the road.
Wide open spaces dominate much
of this walk, which is often exposed
to the elements – so pick a day with
little wind or rain if possible.
Walk up the slope from the pub
to the very busy A361 trunk road
and turn right to walk along a narrow verge. Where the road bends

to the right, cross the road, go
through a metal gate on the left
then follow the bridleway (not
the footpath to Cropredy) by
walking up the right side of the
field ahead, keeping the hedge to
your right. Just inside the field is
a bizarre plaque set in the ground
by the Kcymaerxthaere Project
(http://www.kcymaerxthaere.
com/). Is it an art project? Are
they cranks? I’ll let you decide.
Keep along with the hedge on
your right, go through a metal
gate at the far end of the first field

A36

1

and keep on the same direction
to soon walk through a gap in
a hedge ahead. Stay on the dirt
track as it goes through some
trees, cross a bridge over a wide
stream, then turn right when you
reach a track at a T-junction. Just
before the farm ahead, walk to
the left of a line of trees (don’t
enter the farmyard) and follow
the field edge past the last barn,
then keep an eye out for a stile
next to a small building with a
corrugated iron gable-end wall.
Cross the stile, turn right (the
waymark is not clear) to
pass the front of the buildChipping
To
ing then aim for a stile
Warden
Culworth
on the far side of the field
ahead. Cross that stile
then keep on in the same
general direction across
the field, aiming for large
dead tree opposite.
Rectory
Cross another stile next
Farm
Edgcote
House
to the dead tree, cross a
stream, then walk along
Edgcote
a well-defined path, cross
another bridge and stile,
and walk up the slope
ahead. At the top of the
Edgcote Drive
Cottages
slope you are rewarded
with good views looking
back. Walk up to a stile
START:
in a fence and turn left to
Hare &
Hounds
keep the fence on your
left then turn right when
you find a black waymark
arrow on a post to follow
a path across a field, aiming for a large ironstone
house. At the far side of
Upper
the field go through a
Wardington
gap in a hedge to find the
A361 where you cross
High
Wardington
the road and turn left to
Farm
enter Chipping Warden.
Go past a bus shelter then
The
turn right into Hogg End
Plough
Lower
To
and walk along that road
Banbury
Wardington
all the way to a church.
A3

61

Prescote
Manor
Farm
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Turn right at a green triangle with a headless cross into
Mill Lane then, where the road
bends to the right, go straight on
along the Jurassic Way through
a gate and along a track through
trees ahead. Walk along with a
ranch fence to your right, then
note a memorial to a crashed
Wellington bomber on your left
just after a waymarked post).
Keep on along this track which
soon crosses a bridge then climbs
a slope at the end of which you
go through a metal kissing gate
and turn right on a narrow tarmac road to pass Edgcote House
and its church.
On reaching a junction, keep
on in the same general direction,
aiming for some houses ahead.
Just after the last house on your
left, follow a track on your left
(marked Jurassic Way on the post
itself ), aiming for the right-hand
edge of a copse of trees on the
hill ahead, diagonally right. It’s
flat across the first field, but after
going through a gap in a hedge
into the next field the track starts
a long uphill climb. As you near
the right-hand edge of the copse
there are two waymarks, the
second of which points you so
you keep on in the same general direction to cross the field
up the slope aiming for a gap in
the trees on the far side (if you
can’t make out that route, you
might want to follow the field
edge round the copse, then turn
right at the top corner to a gap
in the tree line on your left). Go
through the gap and you will
see a well-defined path up the
slope ahead (which goes diago-

View over Wardington from Edgcote Hill

The Plough, Upper Wardington, with a classic Czech Tatra 97 parked outside

nally right again), towards a gap
in the trees at the hill-top. Walk
up the path, cross a stile at the
gap in the tree-line then keep on
in the same general direction to
drop down a hill towards Upper
Wardington to find two gates
with a track in between waymarks in the gate posts.
Head diagonally right through
the next field, aiming for the far
corner, close to a row of houses
with chimneys, where you’ll find
a metal kissing gate leading to
a narrow lane between a hedge
and a stone wall. Turn left at the
end onto a dirt track then follow
the track round to the left where
you see a stream running alongside a house to emerge at an
open green space in the village.
Keep straight ahead, passing to
the left of the trees on the green
area, aiming for the road to the
left of a barn conversion (called
Simcoes Barn) straight ahead. Go
past Simcoes Barn then, just past
Simcoes Farm take a dirt track
on your right which passes right
in front of the farmhouse to take
a waymarked footpath up a green
lane ahead of you.
To visit The Plough, Upper
Wardington: Carry on up the
tarmac road, past Hill Crest, then
turn right to find the pub on
your right. Retrace your steps to
take the waymarked path up the
green lane to continue the walk.
To continue the walk: Walk
into the green lane where it follows the course of a stream and
keep on, going through three
kissing gates. After the third kissing gate, follow the stream round
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to the left, keeping the hedgerow on your left, then walk up a
slope and take a kissing gate by
a stone wall (not much room,
so breathe in!). Carry on up the
slope to soon reach a green with
a road ahead. Turn right to pass
the church then turn right on a
waymarked path just after a telephone box and keep to the right,
past some garaging by a house
to enter a field. Aim for the far
left corner down the slope to
find an unmarked stile before the
far corner. Cross the stile, then
walk ahead to find a path on your
right, leading to a bridge and stile
over a stream. Cross the bridge
and turn left to follow a welldefined path which follows the
course of the stream then walk
along keeping the stream and
tree-line on your left until you
reach a metal kissing gate, which
you go through to join a narrow
road where you turn left then
walk back up the slope to find
the Hare & Hounds on the right.
Pubs on the walk route

The Plough, Thorpe Road, Upper
Wardington, Banbury, OX17 1SP.
Tel: (01295) 750476. Friendly and
comfortable freehouse, open evenings in the week, and lunchtime
and evenings at weekends. Food
available. Excellent pint of Fuller’s
London Pride on last visit.
Hare & Hounds, Edgecote Lane,
Lower Wardington OX17 1SH. Tel:
(01295) 750645. http://www.hooky.
co.uk/content/our-pubs/hare-andhounds-wardington.ashx. Welcoming Hook Norton house which has
won Hooky’s Community Pub of
Year competition twice. Hooky
Bitter plus one other (Old Hooky
on last visit).
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Beer Festival
Equipment

Hire of Barrel stillage,
cooling, taps, bars, etc.
Barrel (9gl) Stillages/Racking,
traditional wooden 2 x 9gl, 12 x 9gl
Taps, Chiller Saddles & Insulation Jackets
Chillers Remote • Handpumps
Bar units – 2 metre long and flooring
Photos and a very competitive price list are
available on the website

Web: www.beerfestivalequipment.co.uk
Email: john@beerfestivalequipment.co.uk
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Based
near
Bicester
Beer on Tap – Summer 2015

Roundup Of Local Brewery News
XT

– Blindside Flanker (4.3%),
Its nano-brewed ‘Baby
brewed for the upcoming Rugby
Animal’
beers
have
used
some
The planning permission for
World Cup.
the brewery’s extension in Long unconventional brewing methBrewery Tours
ods – ‘Baby Stout’ was cold
Crendon has been granted. It is
are on Sat 13
brewed for three months (comlooking to double its size in the
June, Sat 27
summer – providing more space pared to the more usual one
June, Sat 11 July
week for standard beer). There
for brewing, storing the beers
and Sat 25 July.
are also several sour beers in
and also to add a new tasting
Its shop is now
progress which should be ready
room. XT have been growing
open 9–5 Mon–
for
the
summer.
Some
baby
steadily year on year since their
Sat, come and try before you
first pint in November 2011 and brews were available at the last
buy. The Good Old Boys Club’s
open day and for members of
space has been getting more
next meeting is 11th June.
the Beer Club. These are very
and more tight. Follow their
Keep a lookout for news of the
limited
editions
of
experimental
Facebook page for more info and
recipes and more unusual brew- Oktober West Festival organised
pictures when the work begins.
to celebrate its 20th anniversary
ing techniques.
New beers for
on 19–20th September, held at
The next brewery open day is
May include the
the brewery. It will have its own
Saturday
11th
July
award-winning:
beers, guest beers, music, food
Pi Mild – brewed
West Berkshire
and camping and a discount for
for ‘Mild in May’
CAMRA members.
West Berks made history by
this is a traditional
becoming
the
first
local
brewery
dark mild brewed
Hook Norton
to be selected as the official ale
to 3.141%. Animal
Hooky won many awards in
supplier
at
the
prestigious
BMW
Toucan (4.6%), an
the 2014 London & South East
PGA Championship, held at
amber ale brewed
Area Champion Beer of Britain
Wentworth
in
May
–
an
excitwith the limited
competition. Twelve Days took
ing move away from big name
harvest Wakatau
Silver in the Old Ale & Strong
brands. Its Saazbrucker Pilsner
hops from New
Mild category, Double Stout
and Good Old Boy were availZealand to make a
won Silver in the Real Ale in a
able
in
the
various
lounges
and
fruity and refreshBottle category and Old Hooky
bars at the venue. In addition
ing spring beer
took Bronze in the Strong Bitter
Mr Chubb’s Lunchtime Ale has
Animal Elk is a
category.
been seen in the Strangers Bar,
rather different beer
Congratulations to MD James
Houses
of
Parliament.
as the recipe being
Clarke who ran the London
Seasonal ales for the coming
based on a Vienna
Marathon in 4hrs 18min – all for
lager, using only Vienna and rye months are: June – Yaffle (4.1%
charity! The brewery raised an
malts with a blend of Czech Saaz abv), pale in colour with a full
impressive £1400 for Dogs for
hop
flavour;
July/Aug
–
Double
and German Mittlefruh hops
the Disabled, along with local
Decadence (4.5%); Sept/Oct
– a serious malty foundation
matched to a ‘noble’ hop finish.
A Magna Carta special called
1215 launched recently to commemorate William Marshal of
Long Crendon (known as the
‘Greatest Knight’, a leading figure
behind this historic document).
XT ‘Craft Keg’ beers are selling well. Its the
XPA American IPA
(seen at the Rose &
Crown, Charlbury),
10 Stout and
Bastard Bunny
Double IPA are
available in keg form, and this
range will be gradually increased John & Trish Bellinger from the Pear Tree, Hook Norton, proudly hold their Best Kept Exterior cerover time.
tificates, presented at the Pride of Hooky Awards 2015
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enquiries2@thefoxatsouldern.co.uk     www.thefoxatsouldern.co.uk
Dating back to 1803 The Fox is
nestled in the picturesque village
of Souldern and offers:
• Traditional style home cooked
food.
• Three Real Ales (two of which
constantly rotate), sourced
from around the country.
• Four en-suite bedrooms.
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radio station Banbury Sound,
with their special beer “Thirsty
Kirsty”.
Congratulations also go to
landlords in the Pride of Hooky
Awards – too many to mention,
but picking out our own John &
Trish Bellinger at the Pear Tree
Hook Norton after winning the
award for Best Kept Exterior.
For Fathers Day why not get
him a Hooky six-pack selection and a Brewery Tour for
£20 (save £4.50 by quoting code
EN05FD.
Music At The Crossroads on
27th June is this year situated
just behind the brewery with
a fantastic line up of acts. For
more details and tickets www.
hookymusic.co.uk
It’s 200 years since the Battle
of Waterloo, so celebrate
with Old Hooky (the Duke
of Wellington’s nickname).
There will be special offers
to celebrate – keep an eye on
the Hooky website for all the
details!

Oxfordshire Ales
Exciting news this month with
a new beer – Oxford Best – a
3.9% traditional bitter being
launched, described as ‘multihopped, chestnut brown with a
distinctive caramel finish - the
perfect session ale to enjoy with
good company’.
To make room for this new
addition, Churchill IPA has
been discontinued and production of Triple B has been scaled
down.
John and his team have high
hopes of the new product
becoming a best seller and early
signs are good with demand
exceeding their expectations.
It has already been spotted in
the Wig and Pen and Jude the
Obscure in Oxford and will be
available in numerous Greene
King outlets in Oxford and
Abingdon.
Hopefully we will soon be

able to sample some in the
Penny Black in Bicester.

CATs
Beer sales are going well, with
visits to farmers markets and
online sales doing especially
well at the moment.
The brewery will be running
tours on 20 June as part of the
Sugafest Family Fun Day at the
Sugerswell Business Park in aid
of charity. Sugarfest is in aid of
several charities, the details are
on sugafest@sugarswell.com.
Check it out and plan to pop
along.

Wye Valley
Wye Valley are in the process of
commissioning a small brewery
with the intent of producing
small batches of experimental
ales. It should be up and running by the summer. More
news next edition.
They won the SIBA award for
Best Green Business for 2015,
being recognised for their commitment to renewable energy in
particular their energy efficient
new brewhouse. They are also
finalists in the Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Business
Awards 2015.
The brewery has launched its
Seven Wonders Pub Trail to get
stamps for drinking a pint in all
of its seven pubs then receive a
free tee-shirt.
Upcoming
beers for summer:
Festival Sunset
(4.3%) for June, a
golden session ale
with local hops.
Vibe of ’85 (4.5%)
for July, a celebration ale for the
brewery’s 30th
anniversary, a burnished copper ale.
August sees Summertime Ale
(4.2%), a pale amber beer with
a prominent bitter character.
September has a Rugby World

Cup-themed beer with Dream
Team (3.8%), which uses a
mix of English, New Zealand
American and Australian hops.
On the 4th July the brewery
celebrates its 30th anniversary with an open day. for which
there will be plenty of food and
drink, music and entertainment
as well as free brewery tours.
One for the calendar!

Turpin
Brewer John Romer recently
negotiated a dedicated handpump at this year’s Branch Pub
of the Year – the Red Lion,
Horley – so you should always
be able to sample his popular
brews here.
The excellent Golden Citrus
(which was the first beer to go
at the Banbury Beer & Cider
Festival 2015) continues to
be the only truly regular beer,
though new products called X1
and X2 have been spotted on
bars in the area – their “X” prefixes signifying “experimental”.
These are unusual (for Turpin)
as they are amber- and dark
amber-coloured brews, with
more traditional English bitter characteristics rather than
the more usual golden, New
World hop beers with distinct
citric notes. One of these was
on offer at the Branch beer festival in Banbury as ‘Merriman’s
Tipple’, dedicated to the memory of the late John Merriman, a
previous Branch Chairman.
Turpin beers have recently
been on sale in Birmingham at
The Anchor in Digbeth, though
they are more often seen closer
to home.
Expect to see the return of
Turpin’s summer seasonals like
Elderflower Power (3.8%) and
Strawberry Blonde (3.6%) both
of which are excellent warm
weather quenchers – though
new brews are also planned,
which will hopefully be at a pub
or festival near you soon.

TELL THE ADVERTISER YOU SAW THEIR ADVERT IN
BEER ON TAP
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Planning Application News In Our Branch
n Banbury, 10-11 Butchers
Row: Following rejection of
the Certificate of Lawful Use
application, a full planning
application for change of use
to pub was submitted and
approved (CDC 15/00282/F).
I understand that the licence
indicates that a cocktail bar is
planned.
n Banbury, Deja Voo: A planning application for nine flats
on the upper floors has been
approved (CDC 15/00070/F).
No change to the ground
floor bar area is proposed, so
we await developments on
whether this will ever reopen
as a bar.
n Bicester, eco town: An
application has gone in for
a revised ‘Local Centre’ for
this development (CDC
15/00760/F) and now include
a larger 664sqm 2-storey pub
n Bloxham, Elephant &
Castle: An application for
repairs and renovations to
make the outbuilding (bakehouse) into residential accommodation (CDC 15/00325/F).
Unfortunately this would
mean the loss of the bread
oven ...
n Burford, Dragon Inn (former New Inn): An application has been approved for 2
dormer windows on the front
roof (WODC/00777/FUL) of
this Chinese restaurant in a
former pub. I note the ‘proposed’ pictures show all signage removed, so I expect a
change of use to residential or
a CLUE to be applied for in
due course.
n Burford, Highway Hotel:
An application has been submitted for an extension to
provide two new bedrooms
(WODC 15/01572/FUL)

n Burford, Golden Pheasant
Hotel: An application has
been approved for conversion of two cottages into additional hotel accommodation
(WODC 15/01926/FUL)
n Chipping Norton, Premier
Inn has applied to demolish Castle View Old Peoples’
Home and replace with
a Premier Inn (WODC
15/01183/FUL); unlike many
Premier Inns this one as currently planned will have a restaurant within rather than an
associated pub.
n Fifield, Merrymouth Inn:
Following the withdrawal
of the previous application,
another attempt for change
of use to five dwellings plus
2 more (WODC 15/01256/
FUL) has been submitted.
n Great Tew, Tracey Farm:
A previous application for
change of use to hotel was
approved, now a further
application has been submitted to convert the barn range,
to include a cafe bar lounge,
clubhouse and beer cellar. This has been approved
(WODC 15/00952/FUL) so
we may have a new bar on our
patch soon.
n Shenington, The Bell: This
was granted ACV status in
mid April, as this was already
‘For Sale’, the six-week notice
of intention to bid moratorium period was triggered and
runs until 25 May. Yours for
£350K, if you have any spare
change down the back of your
sofa!
n Woodstock, Woodstock
Arms: Permission approved
for repairs and internal alterations (WODC 15/00565/
LBC), mainly moving the bar
so that the kitchen is no long-

er accessed through it and
renovating the upstairs bedrooms and dining room.
n Wroxton, Wroxton House
Hotel: An application has
been submitted for a twostorey extension providing additional rooms (CDC
15/0736/F)

Updates

n Charlbury, Bull Inn: The
application for conversion
to residential was rejected
(WODC 14/02293/F) and
ACV status granted.
n Shipton-under-Wychwood,
Wychwood Inn: The application for an extension was
approved (WODC 15/00198/
FUL)
n Wendlebury, Red Lion:
Applications for additional amendments to the ongoing renovations (CDC
15/00172/F) were approved,
but the one for an additional
accommodation block is as
yet undecided (15/00185/F)
BrianWray

Developer Told
To Rebuild Pub
‘Brick By Brick’

It was good to see that
Westminster City Council has
issued an enforcement notice
to CLTX, a building developer,
to rebuild the Carlton Tavern in
Maida Vale after it bulldozed it
in April.
Although the developer is
appealing, the council has told
them to rebuild the former
94-year-old pub brick by brick.
The demolition made national
news after it was destroyed with
no prior warning, no approvals
and no proper health and safety
procedures in place.
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